
Ruth Mae James
September 2, 1950 - April 16, 2025

Ruth Mae James earned her wings to heaven on April 16, 2025 in Victorville,
California, at the age of 74. She was born on September 2, 1950 in Leyte,
Philippines to Nellie Ola. She became an American citizen when Robert L.
Jenkins married Nellie and brought her and her brother Jose Jenkins to the
United States in 1952. 

Ruth was an independent and curious child. She loved to venture in the
Azores and Japan and would tell us many stories of her adventures. As an Air
Force family, they moved frequently, but those were her two favorites places
to live. Stationed at George Air Force Base, they finally settled in Victorville in
the 60’s. She graduated from Victor Valley High School in 1968, attended
Victor Valley College for two years, then transferred to the University of
California in Riverside. 

She married Wenford James Jr. on February 14, 1971 and had her only child
Beatrice in May. She only had one week left of college and was determined to
finish on time. She went back to school when her child was only one week old.
She earned her BA in Liberal Arts with a minor in History. She earned her life
teaching credential in 1972 and taught at Oro Grande Elementary School for
28 years. She loved the power of education and knew that it was the only
thing no one could take away from you. She went back to school and earned
her MA in Education from Azusa Pacific in 1981. 



Ruth was humble, loving and kind. She was a role model to many, especially
her siblings. She was the first in the family to attend college. She loved
teaching and became the reading coordinator for the last five years of her
career. She only retired because she was recovering from one of the four
battles of cancer she had to face. She was a survivor of ovarian, throat, ear
and brain cancer that were not related. She was known as the family “warrior”
and “walking miracle.” She had a zest for life and would do her best to look for
the silver lining. She appreciated the little things and was not materialistic.
After her first battle, her mantra was “Don’t worry, be happy” and “Don’t sweat
the small stuff.” 

 

She trusted God and was a faithful servant. She was a devout Catholic and
attended St. Joan of Arc Church for many years. She taught her daughter to
trust God in all things and always put Him first. Everything you need will follow
and line up as it’s supposed to do. She read the Bible everyday and said a
rosary to begin her day in the latter days of her life. 

Her favorite pastime was playing bingo. She also liked to travel and take
impromptu trips to visit her sisters wherever they were. She was preceded in
death by her parents, Robert and Nellie Jenkins, her brothers Nicasio Canila
and Jose Jenkins; and granddaughter Amari Ruth Williams. She is survived
by her sisters, Maxelinda Canila (Nicasio), Julie Bergeron (Kenneth),
Carmelita Madison (Jon), and Mary Garcia (Julio). Her only child, Beatrice
James (Nathaniel); nieces Carmelita Canila Agulto (Tomas), Christine Canila
(Juan), Nellie Jean Jenkins, Jennifer Jenkins, Jayna Vernon (Daunte), and
Sahara Garcia; nephews Jerrold Lacy (Consolacion), Jordan Lacy, Jovahn
Bergeron, Jaylon Bergeron, Oliver Madison (Celeste), Christopher Madison,
Schquan Carr, and Skyler Garcia; grandsons Nicholas Williams, Bobby
Williams and Nathaniel Williams IV; several great nieces and nephews and life
long friends. She will be missed tremendously and be forever in our hearts. 



See below for maps and driving directions for the services in California and
Georgia. 

 

My Mother’s Mantra 
 

Prayer of St. Francis of Assisi (Prayer for Peace) 
 

Lord, make me an instrument of your peace: 
 where there is hatred, let me sow love; 

 where there is injury, pardon; 
 where there is doubt, faith; 

 where there is despair, hope; 
 where there is darkness, light; 
 where there is sadness, joy. 

 O divine Master, grant that I may not so much seek 
 to be consoled as to console, 

 to be understood as to understand, 
 to be loved as to love. 

 For it is in giving that we receive, 
 it is in pardoning that we are pardoned, 

 and it is in dying that we are born to eternal life.



Previous Events

Rosary and Mass

APR 29. 9:30 AM - 11:00 AM (PT)

St Joan of Arc-Catholic Church
15512 6th St
Victorville, CA 92395-3200
(760) 245-7674

Rosary will start at 9:30am and Mass at 10:00am

Funeral and Celebration of Life

MAY 3. 11:00 AM (ET)

Harrington Funeral Home
713 Lake Park Rd,
Valdosta, GA 31601
https://harringtonfunerals.com

https://harringtonfunerals.com/
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Reflecting on Memories - April 18, 2025 at 02:59 PM

Reflecting on Memories created a Tribute Video in memory of Ruth
Mae James

LU
Lydia Ursin - April 27, 2025 at 12:04 PM

Love you my friend you will be missed

Veronica Shaw & Daryl McCune - April 30, 2025 at 10:15 AM

Veronica Shaw & Daryl McCune purchased the B
eautiful in Blue for the family of Ruth Mae James.

Veronica Shaw & Daryl McCune - April 30, 2025 at 10:15 AM

Veronica Shaw & Daryl McCune planted a <a
href="/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4518">Memorial Tree</a> in
honor of Ruth Mae James.

https://www.reflectingonmemories.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1407&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.reflectingonmemories.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1407&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.reflectingonmemories.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1407&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
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Derrick Young - April 28, 2025 at 09:23 PM

Derrick Young purchased the Blue Caribbean Bo
uquet for the family of Ruth Mae James.

Derrick Young - April 28, 2025 at 09:23 PM

Derrick Young planted a <a href="/store/Product.aspx?
ProductId=4518">Memorial Tree</a> in honor of Ruth Mae James.

The Ursin Family - April 28, 2025 at 05:18 PM

The Ursin Family purchased the Full Of Love Bou
quet for the family of Ruth Mae James.

April 25, 2025 at 04:12 PM

Beautiful in Blue was purchased for the family of
Ruth Mae James.

April 25, 2025 at 04:12 PM

A <a href="/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4518">Memorial
Tree</a> was planted in honor of Ruth Mae James.

https://www.reflectingonmemories.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1490&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.reflectingonmemories.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1490&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.reflectingonmemories.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1490&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.reflectingonmemories.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4358&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.reflectingonmemories.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4358&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.reflectingonmemories.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4358&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.reflectingonmemories.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1407&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.reflectingonmemories.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1407&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
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April 25, 2025 at 09:45 AM

Blue Caribbean Bouquet was purchased for the
family of Ruth Mae James.

April 25, 2025 at 12:08 AM

Peaceful White Lilies Basket was purchased for
the family of Ruth Mae James.

April 25, 2025 at 12:08 AM

A <a href="/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4518">Memorial
Tree</a> was planted in honor of Ruth Mae James.

Risa & Miranda - April 24, 2025 at 09:06 PM

Risa & Miranda purchased the Heavenly Light for
the family of Ruth Mae James.

https://www.reflectingonmemories.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1490&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.reflectingonmemories.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1490&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.reflectingonmemories.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1442&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.reflectingonmemories.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1442&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.reflectingonmemories.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=2990&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.reflectingonmemories.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=2990&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
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Risa & Miranda - April 24, 2025 at 09:06 PM

Risa & Miranda planted a <a href="/store/Product.aspx?
ProductId=4518">Memorial Tree</a> in honor of Ruth Mae James.

Patricia, Lawana, Niecy & Nathaniel - April 24, 2025 at 07:36
PM

Patricia, Lawana, Niecy & Nathaniel purchased
the Beautiful in Blue for the family of Ruth Mae
James.

Reflecting on Memories - April 18, 2025 at 03:14 PM

218 files added to the album Our Memories Album

LD

Lionel M. Dew - April 24, 2025 at 11:35 PM

Few among us are ambassadors of the world. As an exceptional
educator, Ruth gave her all to our youth, future contributors and
leaders. More than a profession such devotion provides a desire
achieve, succeed & believe that all things are possible. Ruth James will
forever be remembered as one who gave her all. 

https://www.reflectingonmemories.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1407&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.reflectingonmemories.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1407&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser

